


THE GREATER KNOXVILLE COMMUNITY
CELEBRATES THE 96TH BIRTHDAY
AND THE
43rD ANNUAL KING WEEK FOR
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

“Beyond the Dream, Empowering
the Beloved Community”

DATE TIME EVENT/LOCATION

Friday, January 3 5:00-9:00 PM GALLERY OF ARTS TRIBUTE
Emporium Center/Arts and Culture Alliance

Wednesday, January 15 12:00-1:00 PM INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE
Church Street United Methodist Church

Thursda}’, January 16 8:30 AM LEADERSHIP EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
12 NOON Thomas “Tank” Strickland Leadership Awards Luncheon
University of Tennessee Student Union Complex

Friday, January 17 7:00 PM COMMUNITY FORUM - OAK RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL
PEACE ALLIANCE
The Beck Cultural Center

Saturday, January 18 9:00 AM YOUTH SYMPOSIUM
YOUTH TALENT SHOW

Austin-East High School

Sunday, January 19 6:00 PM NIGHT WITH THE ARTS TRIBUTE
MLK CELEBRATION YOUTH CHOIR AND OTHERS
Community Evangelistic Church — 2650 Boyds Bridge Pike

Monday, January 20 12:00 NOON MEMORIAL TRIBUTE SERVICE

Overcoming Believer’s Church — Harriet Tubman Street

Saturday, March 29 8:30 AM TEACHER IN-SERVICE TRAINING
The Sarah Simpson Training Facility (KCS)

Thursday, June 19 10:00 AM Memorial March/Juneteenth Parade — Kick-off Chilhowee Park



Come, they told me
A nonviolent King to see,

The gifts he wanted to bring were love, peace, justice, and harmony.

Come, they told me
A drum major to see,
Against poverty, racism, and inhumane indignity.

For freedom, justice, and opportunity.

Come, they told me
A believer in the Gospel to see,
An advocate for righteousness and equality,

A humanitarian for civil liberties.

We will forever remember your nonviolent faith,
which brought a major transformation
to the United States.

O what a noble plea of lover you cried, if only
we truly begin to abide.
March on, drum major, there, in your rightful standing,
for we are still in the struggle
of your nonviolent demanding,.
There is not greater love in which you have given,
To lay down your life for the rights of civil living.

LIVE THE DREAM, LET FREEDOM RING!
Deborah W. Porter
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2025 Sponsoring Organizatz’ons

Platinum
University of TN - Division of Access and Engagement
City of Knoxville - Community Safety and Empowerment

Lawson Family Foundation

Gold
University of Tennessee - Medical Center
Emerald Youth Foundation
Knox County Community Action Committee
Lowery Family Foundation
The William and Mary Foundation - Steve Davis

Silver
Canaan Baptist Housing — Rev. Dr. Harold Middlebrook
Diocese of East Tennessee
First Horizon Bank
Home Federal Bank
Home Trust Bank
Knoxville Area Urban League
Knoxville Interdenominational Christian Ministerial Alliance
Knoxville Utilities Board
ORNL Federal Credit Union
Pellissippi State Community College
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Tennessee Human Rights Commission
Truist Bank

United Way of Greater Knoxville
University of Tennessee System
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2025 Sponsoring Organizations

Bronze

City of Knoxville — Parks and Recreation Knox County Schools
Denark Construction East TN Mechanical Contractors
First Bank Knoxville Family Justice Center

University of TN — Haslam OACC Knox County District Attorney General
Strata-G LLC State Representative Sam McKenzie
KCDC NAACP

MoxCar Marketing and Communications United Way of Greater Knoxville

University of TN — College of Social Work University of TN —Multicultural Student Life

University of TN — College of Law Knoxville Chamber of Commerce

Knox Education Foundation Knoxville Police Department

Upsilon Chi Chapter — Chi Eta Phi Sorority McNabb Center
Central Baptist Church Wesley House Community Center
Knoxville College Avid and Change Incorporated
Adrian & Larsen Jay University of TN — Tickle College of
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Engineering
East TN Mechanical Contractors Austin East High School
New Direction Health Care Solutions Knoxville Botanical Gardens & Arboretum
County Commissioner Damon Rawls TN Valley Unitarian Universalist Church

Boys and Girls Club of TN Valley

General

Alpha Xi Chapter Iota Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc.
Conversations of Race
SEEED
Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Patton Funeral Home
Jarnigan & Son
Bethel AME
Connect Ministries
Lennon-Seney







CKeynote Sjoeaﬁer

Leadership Awards Luncheon
Nzinga “Zing” Shaw

Nzinga “Zing” Shaw is the president and& CEO of Attack the Glass LLC (ATG), a dynamic
organization founded in 2019 with a bold mission to amplify dimensions of diversity across every
facet of the human experience. As a seasoned C-suite executive, Zing brings extensive hands-on
experience and knowledge spanning DEI, human capital management, change and crisis
management, marketing, community engagement and more.

With a background in pioneering DEI work, including as the first Chief DEI Officer at several blue-
chip organizations, including Starbucks and the National Basketball Association’s Atlanta Hawks
and& State Farm Arena, Zing is known for launching groundbreaking initiatives such as the
MOSAIC symposium and spearheading efforts to celebrate the LGBTQ and differently-abled
communities in professional sports.

In addition to her role at ATG, Zing serves as an adjunct professor at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, Haslam College of Business and previously created curriculum and taught at Fisk
University. She has been recognized with numerous awards, including multiple “40 Under 40”
accolades, and holds positions on several prominent boards, including ColorComm and Rising
Media Stars while serving the Board of Trustees at Bennett College. Zing is a member of The Links,
Incorporated and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. Zing is a proud recipient of two
Honorary Doctorate degrees in Humane Letters from LeMoyne Owen College and Morris Brown
College, respectively.

Zing holds a master’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania, a and a bachelor’s degree from
Spelman College, and she is a proud recipient of two Honorary Doctorate degrees in Humane
Letters from LeMoyne Owen College and Morris Brown College, respectively. When she’s not
driving change in the corporate world, Zing enjoys interior design, international travel, and
spending time with her husband Keith and three children, Lacy, Hudson, and Trey.
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. COMMEMORATIVE COMMISSION
Leadership Educational Symposium
“Beyond the Dream: Empowering the Beloved Community”

Thursday, January 16, 2025
8:30am - 11:30am
University of Tennessee Student Union, Room 362
Knoxville, Tennessee

8:30am - 9:00am Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00am —9:15am Invocation — Rev. Gordon Gibson, MLK Commission

Welcome and Introduction of Program - Loretta Fowlkes, Adjunct
Maryville College, MLK Commission, and Dr. Maxine T. Davis, Assistant
Vice Chancellor of Student Life Emeritus, University of Tennessee, MLK
Commission

“A Conversation on Empowering the Beloved Community Post-Election”

9:15am — 11:00am Moderator and Introduction of Panelists, Denise Dean, Executive Director,
East Tennessee Freedom Schools

Panelists: Dr. Nzinga Shaw, President and CEO of Attack the Glass LLC;
Ursala Bailey, Attorney, Vice President of Knoxville Area Urban League
Board of Directors; Stella Bridgeman, Dean, Pellissippi State Community
College Magnolia Campus; Sam McKenzie, Tennessee State Representative
District 15; Dante Grayson, UT Knoxville, President Student Government
Association; Kalil White, Director of Operations, The Bottom; and Rev.
John Mark Wiggers, Rector, St. James Episcopal Church

11:00am - 11:20am Questions and Answers — Panelists

11:20am - 11:30am Remarks/Closing — Deborah Porter, Chair, MLK Commission
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ADVOCACY AWARD
Mrs. Jackie L. Robinson

Jackie Robinson is an enthusiastic and innovative professional with extensive
expertise in Workforce Counseling, Job Placement, Public Speaking, Workforce
Project Manager, State Contractors, legal expungement advisor, Event
Planning, and Management and Community Outreach. | am passionate about
helping individuals who need guidance with obtaining services in the
community. My primary focus is on individuals with disabilities, legal issues,
assistance with Workforce digital training, employment, and community
resources. It gives me extraordinary joy to help people to empower themselves
with the tools that are required for them to be successful in their endeavors. As
a result, that person is empowered to support helping others.

| believe in giving back to the community by volunteering with other non-profits, participating in feeding senior citizens, church
outreach ministries, and providing free legal resources. Currently, | participate in the following community organizations:
Community Step-Up, in Knoxville, TN., East TN Civil Right Working Group, in Knoxville TN., Tennessee Reentry Collaborative
(TREC) East TN Region, Knoxville Area Employment Consortium, and the East Knoxville Lions Club, Knoxville TN.

Since 2001, | have been working as a License Certified Psychiatric Rehabilitation Practitioner and Workforce Development
Specialist at the Knoxville Area Urban League (KAUL). Our emphasis is on skill assessments, job readiness training,
counseling, resume Development, interviewing skills, job coaching, and Tennessee Higher Education training classes (THEC).
KAUL also has partnerships with companies for employment opportunities for individuals.

In 2021, a partnership was developed with the University of Tennessee Law Department and the Knoxville Area Urban League
that led to the Workforce Expungement Clinic being established. The first clinic started as a pilot program in March 2021 with 15
individuals and one judge. The event was highly successful. In 2023 | was promoted to the new Expungement Coordinator for
my work in developing, organizing, and initiating the Expungement Clinic for Knox County Justice Involved individuals.

This initiative identified a deficiency in the Knoxville community that the Justice Involved population required support in
removing barriers in their lives. These barriers prevented them from reaching their maximum potential in their skillsets that
could lead them to fulfill their dreams. It was recognized that once the barriers were removed, job opportunities would be
increased, business opportunities would become obtainable, home ownership could be achieved, and many other opportunities
would become available. Currently, the Workforce Expungement Clinic has served over 450 justice-involved individuals though
the clinic fees and charges have been removed. The Workforce Re-entry into Sustainable Employment (RISE) program and
has assisted over 180 individuals in the Expungement Clinic to obtain employment.

There are other initiatives that support the Knoxville Area Urban League to help Justice-Involved individuals. The Lions Club
Eye Clinic hosts an eye clinic once a year, Cherokee Health Systems schedules Free Medical Insurance clinics throughout the
Year, the State of TN Driver License Bus provides new or the renewal of driver licenses and State of TN Identification cards on
site. Truist Bank and Regions Bank provide financial education classes monthly focused on rebuilding their credit. Criminal
District 6 Court provides workshops held quarterly to assist in reviewing cases for those needing support for child advocacy and
case management. There is financial support for driver license reinstatements fees. KAUL is working closely with the Centro
Hispano community to recruit the Hispanic population into the Expungement Clinic.

In 2025, the Knox County Voting Commission Precinct and the Knoxville Area Urban League will be partnering together to
establish a voting site at the Knoxville Area Urban League. The Knoxville Bar Association and the Access to Justice Committee
will offer legal workshops. The Knoxville Mediation Center will provide mediation counseling services. The RISE program will
develop a Justice-Involved Task Force.

Daniel L. Ellis, co-chair of the Knoxville Bar Association’s Access to Justice Committee describes Ms. Robinson’s vital work
saying that, “Jackie Robinson is a crucial link in the network of community leadership organizations like the Knoxville Area
Urban League and lawyers volunteering their time with coordination and support from the Knoxville Bar Association’s Access to
Justice Committee."

| remain deeply committed to empowering the Justice-Involved individuals and underserved populations by building pathways to
opportunity, equity, and community reintegration.

Mrs. Jackie L. Robinson Knoxville, Tennessee

G

11




BUSINESS AWARD
Ms. Ty Roberts

Ty Roberts is the Founder and Owner of Miracle V. Birth Services and the Executive Director of Gennisi
Charitable Birth Services, a nonprofit organization dedicated to offering free and low-cost doula support
to low-income, underrepresented, and vulnerable communities. Her work focuses on improving Black
Maternal Health and reducing birth-related injuries and deaths in her community.

Driven by a desire to address the significant disparities in birth outcomes within the African American
community and inspired by her own challenging birth experiences, Ty shifted her career to doula work in
2019. She founded Miracle V. Birth Concierge in memory of her daughter, Miracle Victoria, who was
born prematurely in 2000 and passed away five weeks later. This experience highlighted the lack of
support and equity in care that black women often face during childbirth, motivating Ty to ensure that no
other black woman has to endure such experiences alone.

Ty’s role extends beyond advocacy; she is actively involved in providing hands-on care to expectant
women, ensuring they have the support and knowledge to advocate for themselves and make informed
healthcare decisions. She is a certified ProDoula Labor Doula, postpartum and fertility doula, and
placenta encapsulator. Ty is also a board member of Postpartum Support International, a member of the
National Black Doula Association, Knox Birth Equity Alliance, and Tennessee Maternal Task Force, and
holds CPR certifications for both adults and children through the American Red Cross.

One of her primary goals is to foster partnerships and collaborations with other organizations that share
her mission to enhance Black Maternal Health, striving to create a community where every expectant
mother receives the care and support she deserves.

G
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CHAIR’S AWARD

Chancellor Donde Plowman

Donde Plowman has served since 2019 as chancellor
of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, the state’s
flagship land-grant research university. In that time, the
university has set new records in student retention and
graduation, research, instructional spending, alumni
giving, and state support.

UT has a footprint that spans the entire state, including
the main campus in Knoxville, the Space Institute in
Tullahoma, and the Institute of Agriculture and its
Extension offices in all 95 counties. Plowman oversees
a campus budget of $2.2 billion as well as more than
38,800 students, 7,500 staff, and 2,000 full-time
faculty.

Shortly after her arrival at UT, Plowman created the
Division of Student Success to ensure that students
receive a wide range of support as they navigate
college life. Since then, the university has seen
significant results in retention, persistence, and
graduation rates while developing a national reputation
as an innovative leader in student success. This
improved retention, combined with a boom in new
student applications, has allowed the university to
strategically grow its enroliment by more than 30
percent, creating more opportunities for more students
and producing more skilled graduates ready to enter
the workforce.

Under Plowman’s leadership, the university has
increased its research expenditures to a record $380
million by shifting its focus from individual efforts to big
collaborative projects. This change in emphasis has
fueled creative solutions and new technologies as well
as expanded innovation and economic development
partnerships with companies including AT&T, Eastman,
and Volkswagen.

Plowman’s role as chancellor includes oversight of
Tennessee Athletics, an operation exceeding $200
million, to which she has provided decisive and timely
leadership. In 2020 she was selected by her peers in
the Southeastern Conference to represent the SEC as a
member of the NCAA Presidential Forum, and in 2023
she was elected vice president of the SEC Executive
Committee. Plowman is known across the country as an
advocate for student-athletes by supporting their
pursuits on and off the field.

Before becoming chancellor, she served as dean of the
College of Business and then executive vice chancellor
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She was
previously a department head at UT. Plowman is a
globally recognized organizational scientist whose
scholarship includes the topics of leadership, change
management, and strategic decision-making.
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DIVERSITY CHAMPION AWARD
Ben Bentley

Ben has served as the Chief Executive Officer of Knoxville's Community
Development Corporation (KCDC), the housing and redevelopment agency for the
City of Knoxville, since 2017. Through his leadership, KCDC has invested over a
half billion dollars in the preservation and new construction of affordable and mixed
income housing at its existing public housing sites; joint ventured with the private
sector to invest an additional $200 Million for the construction of new affordable
housing in high opportunity areas across Knoxville; and partnered with the City of
Knoxville to leverage public incentives and infrastructure investments toward the
creation of outstanding, integrated public and private spaces. He has led the KCDC
team to champion investment in underserved areas, bringing over $50 million in
non-housing funding to neighborhood infrastructure improvements. On any given
day, KCDC provides direct housing support to about twenty thousand residents of
Knox County.

14
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EDUCATION AWARD
Ms. Rukiya Foster

Rukiya S. Foster is a native of New Brunswick, New Jersey. After graduating
from high school, she attended the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, where
she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish, and a Master of Science in Secondary
Education.

In 2000, she began her career in education with Knox County Schools as a
World Language Educator (Spanish). During her 17 years as an exemplary
educator, she has held various leadership positions, including TAP (Teacher
Advancement Program) Mentor Teacher, World Language Department Chair,
and was twice named Teacher of the Year.

Growing up, Rukiya witnessed her parents' love and service to others through
their professions: her father was a Dean at Rutgers University, and her mother
was a Litigation Attorney. Inspired by their commitment, Rukiya was motivated
to help and serve others as an educator. She recognized that the opportunity to
shape, encourage, and influence students' lives while being a part of their
personal and professional achievements would be a profoundly rewarding
experience.

As a firm believer that applied knowledge is power, Rukiya, armed with her faith, and inspired by her love for traveling, sought to
provide her students with the same enriching opportunities she had experienced as a child. In 2016, she founded the Austin-
East Spanish Travel Club, which provided the opportunity for students to experience Europe firsthand. This inaugural trip for the
school and these students would allow them a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit Barcelona, Madrid, and Paris.

Recognizing the significant financial responsibilities involved, she took her vision to the community. Through donations from
businesses, community members, churches, and staff members, as well as conducting fundraising performances, Rukiya and
the students were able to make their dreams a reality. Since the inaugural trip was such a success and an inspiration, she
provided the opportunity for another cohort of students to travel to Europe in the summer of 2017. Students visited Barcelona,
Paris, London, Madrid, Avignon, and Sitges during this trip.

After 17 years in the classroom, Rukiya accepted another challenge in her career, further fostering growth, achievement, and
student development. As a result, she was selected as a member of the prestigious Knox County Schools Leadership Academy
for the 2017-2018 school year as an Assistant Principal/Leadership Academy Fellow at Powell High School. Upon completing
the program, she graduated with an Education Specialist Degree in Educational Leadership from the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, in 2018.

Rukiya is currently the Principal of the A.S.C.E.N.D. (Academic Scholars with Career Expectations and Notable Destinations)
Freshman Academy at Austin-East Magnet High School, and daily impacts her community and students through her dedication
to education and service. Her goal is to inspire, uplift, and cultivate the passions and talents of all students. Her student-first
approach, reputation as a dynamic leader and collaborator, innovative thinking, and love for her school community are
significant assets to those she serves.

As the A.S.C.E.N.D. Academy Principal, Rukiya has led strategic planning efforts, analyzed and developed solutions and
programs to encourage and increase student achievement, and created various programs to equip her students with the skills
needed to succeed as lifelong learners. She also composed the name, mission, vision, and guiding principles that define the
academy, and led the creation of numerous programs and events aimed at student success.

In addition to her professional responsibilities, Rukiya is a sought-after speaker, motivator, and published music artist, who
recently released her debut project, Love Like You. She also owns Shani and Sham Handmade Jewelry Company and Shani &
Sham Sweets, a dessert company. In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with family and friends, traveling, writing,
decorating, and songwriting.

Rukiya is committed to following in the footsteps of those who inspired her, as she firmly believes that, "The function of
education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of true
education." -Martin Luther King Jr.
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CONI L QIRATIVE
CONNISSION

SCHOOL
OF Music

In celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sunday, January 19, 2025 at 6pm - Spm

with performances by

MLK MASS YOUTH CHOIR UNIV OF TN GOSPEL CHOIR
AUSTIN EAST DANCE MINISTRY TABERNACLE DANCE MINISTRY
KNOXVILLE DISTRICT DANCE MINISTRY
LOVE IS THE ANSWER SPOKEN WORD ARTISTS
TUBA SOLOIST CAMERON MCKENZIE

Community Evangelistic Church
2650 Boyds Bridge Pike
Knoxville, TN 37914
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ARTS AWARD
Ms. Yvette Rice

Yvette Rice, a Knoxville native, has held many titles including Event Organizer, Party Planner, Fashion Show
Producer and Coordinator, and Emcee and Commentator. Her vibrant journey began at West High School, where
she was celebrated as Most Wittiest, Most Popular, and Best Dressed while earning her diploma. Inspired to
pursue a career in law, Yvette enrolled at Knoxville College, later attending the University of Tennessee and
earning an Associate’s Degree in Business Law from Pellissippi State Community College. Despite varied career
attempts, from working at Robert Shaw to Levi Strauss Company, Yvette’s passion for the fashion industry
remained unquenched.

Developing an eye for couture fashion from a young age, Yvette was the sixth of seven children born to James
Thomas and Mary Jo Rice. Her meticulous sense of style was influenced by her mother and her mother’s best

friend, Jackie Marshall—a well-known Beautician and “Fashion Queen” of Knoxville—who introduced her to the
glamorous world of high fashion at the age of four.

Yvette’s fashion career officially launched in 1999 when she attended the Bronner Brothers International Hair Show
in Atlanta, Georgia. There, she met top designers Frederico International and Bramer Leon Couture, who became
her mentors. That same year, she founded YR Productions and began producing high-energy fashion shows,
starting at the Community Evangelistic Church in Knoxville. Her models have since walked runways from Knoxville
to major cities such as Atlanta, Miami, and Chicago.

Yvette’s portfolio boasts a wide array of events, including Knoxville’s Got Talent at the Bijou Theatre, Stein Mart’s
In-Store Fashion Show, and the Tennessee Educators of Color Alliance events. Her commitment to community
shines through in her empowerment of youth, notably through the creation of children’s fashion shows and the Pre-
Prom Shop Red Carpet Event, which treats high school students to a night of celebrity-like treatment.

Known as “The Heartbeat of Knoxville’s Youth,” Yvette is celebrated for her contributions, receiving accolades like
Atlanta’s Outstanding Fashion Model and the 2018 Elite Empire Fashion Icon Award. Her dedication extends
beyond the runway as she currently serves as the Marketing Director and Manager of Venue 31, an upscale event
center soon to open in East Knoxville, promising a classy environment for high fashion couture events.

Throughout her career, Yvette remains humble, driven by a deep love for the community and a desire to uplift the
spirits and dreams of the youth, continually proving that her work is not just about fashion—it's about making a
significant difference.
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Keynote Syeaﬁer

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE SERVICE
Rev. Leah Burns

On January 1, 1957, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered a speech
entitled “Facing the Challenge of a New Age.” In that speech given to more than
7000 people gathered on that day, Dr. King spoke of that particular time being one
of the momentous periods of human history. He said, “... It is an exciting age, filled
with hope. An age in which a new world order is being born ... we stand between
two worlds: the dying old and the emerging new.”

As the associate director of Multicultural Ministries in the Holston Conference
since July 2023, The Reverend Leah Burns seeks to lead and guide the church
and community as we too, are facing “the challenges of a new age.” As we seek
to build diverse and inclusive faith communities reflective of our diverse
communities, we must honor the cultural richness and traditions that each group
brings. The Multicultural Ministries area was created specifically to help our
Annual Conference and its congregations achieve full, equal participation of racial
and ethnic minority constituencies in the total life and mission of the Church.

Rev. Burns describes herself as a faith-rooted activist in ministry seeking justice and inclusion in the church and
community, believing we are to be God’s hands and feet here on earth. In Revelation 7:9 where St. John the Apostle said,
“I saw many people. No one could tell how many there were. They were from every nation and from every family and from
every kind of people and from every language ... .” Rev. Burns seeks to help people live into this Kingdom vision where
everyone — black, white, yellow, and brown; male and female; young and old; from every place of origin, family, tribe,
tongue, and nation — all are welcome, all are present, all are included, and all are loved.

Rev. Burns actively works to cultivate racial literacy in churches and in the community, bringing people together from
disparate backgrounds to foster new relationships. She does this by leading workshops, seminars, book studies,
discussions, and Bible studies in communities throughout the Holston Annual Conference which encompasses East
Tennessee and Southwest Virginia. Rev. Burns has been a licensed and certified local pastor for 20 years serving in
pastoral appointments at Lennon-Seney, Second, Church Street, and Haven Chapel United Methodist Churches.

Rev. Burns was raised in Shaker Heights, Ohio, and comes from two generations of AME clergy in her family. Pastoral
ministry is a “second career” for Rev. Burns. Previously she held various executive-level positions in both the corporate
and nonprofit sectors prior to following the call to pastoral ministry in The United Methodist Church. These career
opportunities have taken her to live in six states and abroad to several countries prior to moving to the Knoxuville area,
where she currently resides.

Activist, community organizer and author DeRay Mckesson wrote in his book The Other Side of Freedom: “In each
generation there is a moment when young and old, inspired or disillusioned come together around a shared hope, imagine
the world as it can be, and have the opportunity to bring that world into existence. Our moment is now!” The world feels so
frantic and messy and broken right now, but we can still have hope because God will use our efforts to do amazing and
beautiful things. Our moment really is now!!
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GRAND MARSHALLS
Rev. Vincent and Mrs. Alicia Jones

Rev. Vincent Jones Jr. hails from Knoxville, TN, and is the son of Rev. Dr.
Vincent Jones Sr. and Rev. Dr. Montina Jones. A proud graduate of Morehouse
College, he earned his degree with honors in 2004, during which time he also
served as President of the Martin L. King Jr. Chapel Assistants. His ministry
began in Detroit, Michigan, and Atlanta, Georgia, where he served as an
associate minister and youth pastor.

In Atlanta, Rev. Jones held the position of Young Adult/College Outreach and
Community Engagement Pastor at Wheat Street Baptist Church, later advancing
to Executive Pastor. His commitment to community service is evident through his
roles on the board of Hope Thru Soap, the Ending Mass Incarceration Initiative
at the Historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, and other civic and non-profit
organizations within Metro Atlanta. Rev. Jones also engaged in academic
pursuits, graduating with honors in Practical Theology from Columbia
Theological Seminary, with his studies focusing on the social impacts of
gentrification in the historic King District over a 28-year period.

In October 2021, Rev. Jones was called to serve as the Senior Pastor of Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church back in
his hometown, Knoxuville. He is also a licensed realtor with Wallace Real Estate and is currently pursuing his Doctorate of
Ministry in Holistic Community Development. His leadership extends to the Leadership Knoxville Class of 2024, the City
of Knoxville African American Equity Restoration Task Force, Knox County Schools Superintendent’s Council for
Accelerated Learning, the East TN Association of Realtors, and the East Knoxville Business and Professional
Association.

Alicia M. Jones, originally from Montgomery, Alabama, holds both a B.S. and M.S. in Criminal Justice from Troy
University, and an Ed.S in Educational Leadership from Kennesaw State University. Since July 2022, she has been the
Executive Director of Student Supports for Knox County Schools in Knoxville, TN. Her career began in special education,
focusing on students with severe behavioral disorders, gaining expertise in trauma-informed care, mindset de-escalation
techniques, and mental health interventions.

Currently, Mrs. Jones oversees strategies, systems, and programs for 91 schools within the district. Her leadership spans
several areas including tutoring, academic interventions, services for English language learners, nursing services,
support teams, gifted and talented education, and the operation of Knox County’s Drug Recovery High School.
Additionally, she serves alongside her husband, Pastor Vincent M. Jones Jr., at Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church,
leading the Titus 2 Women’s Ministry which fosters a community of women growing in faith and impacting the world.

Mrs. Jones is also active on the Knoxville Nativity Pageant Board of Directors, the City of Knoxville Community Health
Council, the East TN Council on Children and Youth, the Project GRAD Advisory Committee, and the Charter Schools
Review Committee. She is a member of the Tennessee Association of Administrators of Special Education and has
served as the 1st Vice President in Delta Kappa Gamma Educational Society. Mrs. Jones graduated from the LK
Introduction Knoxville class of 2024 and is a devoted mother to Camille Laila (12) and Vincent 11 (9).
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Rev. Joe Maddox

Dr. Joe B. Maddox, esteemed for his deep commitment to the ministry and community service, has
recently retired after over three decades as the head pastor of New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church in Knoxville. Born on January 19, 1947, in Hamilton, Georgia, Dr. Maddox committed his life
to Christ at the age of seven. His educational pursuits earned him a Bachelor of Science degree
from Fort Valley State University and a Master of Science from Tuskegee University, leading to a
Doctor of Ministry degree from the North American School of Theology.

His calling to preach was realized while employed with the U.S. Department of the Interior in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, before dedicating himself fully to ministry in 1994 upon his retirement
from the federal government. Under his leadership, New Hope Missionary Baptist Church expanded
its mission efforts both locally and abroad in the Virgin Islands, Kenya, and Uganda.

Dr. Maddox has also served as the President/Director of the Knoxville Interdenominational Bible
Institute, Inc., and State Director of Missions for the Tennessee Baptist Missionary and Educational
Convention, Inc. He was the Co-President of Justice Knox, advocating for justice and equity within
the community.

Dr. Maddox's journey has been supported by his beloved wife, the late Vivian Goodwin Maddox,
and their family. His legacy is one of unwavering faith, love, and dedication to service, embodying
the true spirit of pastoral care and community engagement. His contributions have left an indelible
mark on his congregation and the broader community, earning him widespread respect and
admiration.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Mrs. Marti LaRue Baker

Knoxville native Martha “Marti” LaRue Baker has been a barber, stylist, and instructor for
over 40 years. She is the owner of Salon LaRue and the founder of CareCuts, Inc., a
nonprofit dedicated to restoring dignity to the homeless and the displaced, enriching them
through the promise of hope in Jesus Christ. After joining the Lost Sheep Ministry, Marti
wanted to do more to help unhoused people, so she began offering free haircuts and
grooming services. In April of 2016, CareCuts, Inc. was born. The organization quickly
began addressing other basic needs and until recently, it was run entirely by volunteers,
with Marti helping clients access everything from medical care to shelter. Between 2016
and 2024, CareCuts, Inc. gave more than 13,000 haircuts, served nearly 100,000 meals,
and helped more than 400 unhoused people get off the street and into temporary or
permanent housing. The downtown location meets people where they are, and although
the organization provides a range of critical services, one of the simplest has had the
biggest effect: providing a mailbox that enables homeless individuals to access vital
documents, food stamps, and communication with family. Over the years, numerous
volunteers and partners have supported Marti's mission, especially her husband, Archie
Baker, and they continue to support CareCuts, Inc. as the nonprofit works toward 24/7
availability.
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YOUTH AWARD
Mr. Javen Carter

Javen Carter, a senior at Austin-East Magnet High School, stands out as a multifaceted student, athlete, and leader,
demonstrating excellence in academics, athletics, and community service. His commitment to leadership and academic
excellence is evident through his involvement in prestigious organizations and initiatives. For four years, Javen has
participated in The S.M.A.R.T. Institute, which focuses on academic enrichment and career readiness. He is a member of
Beta Theta Boule and the National Society of High School Scholars (NSHSS), and takes part in Project Excellence, a
University of Tennessee youth leadership program that offers college credits to participants. Additionally, Javen is involved
in Project U, promoting kindness and positivity at school, and Project Grad, which provides college experiences to high
school students.

Athletically, Javen excels in both soccer and football. He has been a crucial member of his school’s varsity soccer team
since his freshman year, serving as team captain for three seasons. In football, he has shown his dedication and reliability
as a team player throughout his sophomore, junior, and senior years.

Javen's academic journey is marked by numerous accolades. In his senior year, he received the Dr. Ruth Queen Smith
Award from the University of Tennessee and the Service to Humanity Award from the Optimist Club of Knoxville. As a
junior, he earned 1st Honors and as a sophomore, he was recognized as one of MTSU’s True Blue 100 Top Rising
Sophomores, achieving 2nd Honors and the highest male GPA. His freshman achievements include making the
Principal's List, Freshman All-Stars, and 1st Honors. He is also a published co-author of The Word of Our Testimony: The
Text Generation (2021).

Beyond the classroom and sports field, Javen is actively involved in community service. He volunteers with Project Grad,
Good Fellows Funeral Home, and Muse Knoxville, helping with tasks such as yard work and outdoor cleaning. He also
supports the Emerald Youth Foundation, assisting with homework for elementary students, and participates in the
Blessings on Bell Street Christmas event, distributing gifts and serving concessions.

An active member of the Overcoming Believers Church, Javen integrates his faith into his everyday activities. Alongside
his numerous commitments, he has been working at Walmart since January 2023. Javen Carter's exceptional
achievements, leadership skills, and dedication to service distinguish him as a role model and a promising young leader.
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~In Support of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Commemorative Commission~

5930 Lyons View Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-215-4311

Follow Us on Social Media:

Facebook.com/KnoxvilleRecreation

Twitter.com/KnoxvilleParks

www.knoxvilletn.gov/recreation
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King Week 2025
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Dr. King had a vision of the future with us walking
side by side as brothers and sisters. Let us continue
to strive together in faith towards realizing
the fulfillment of this dream.

Lennon-Seney United Methodist Church
2084 Dandridge Avenue Knoxville, TN 37914
Rev. Dr. Samuel Dzobo, Pastor
(865) 381-2830

Sunday School @ 10:00am
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JARNIGAN & SON MORTUARY
Dependable Since 1886

“The Name In Which To Place Your Confidence For Treasured Memories”

2823 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37914
(865) 524-5575 « FAX (865) 546-6493

Beal V. Bourné, Il, CFSP
Peggy W. Bourné, L.F.D.
William T.A. Bourné, Jr., L.F.D. & EMB L.I.A.

Personal Service
Pre-Need Funeral
Burial Insurance
Monuments

IN TIMES OF NEED

There are many necessary decisions that can add to these difficult moments. Trust us to
ease the burden of making arrangements with consideration and good taste. It is reassuring
to know that in time of bereavement you have a service you can trust. Our years of experi-
ence enable us to guide you through all difficult decisions a mourning family must consider.
We offer calm counseling and comfort. Rely on us. We will follow your wishes exactly during
this stressful time of loss and will act responsibly and sensitively on your behalf. Consoling
the family is an important part of our service.
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OUR COMMUNITY.
OUR COMMITMENT.

Home Federal Bank is proud to support

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Commission.

We’re committed to serving the people, businesses and

communities who call East Tennessee home.

(72HOME FEDERALBANK

YOU’LL KNOW YOU’RE HOME.

@ MEMBER
HomeFederalBankTN.com 865-544-3995 #== FDIC
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“The greatness of a community
is most accurately measured by the
compassionate actions of its members,
a heart of grace, and a soul

generated by love.”
- Coretta Scott King
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Serving Cleveland, TN, Knoxville, TN
& Surrounding Area
Since 1962 with over 30 Years Experience

* Burial Insurance
* Monuments & Grave Markers
 Notary Public
We accept all Pre-Arranged Funeral Transfers

Pre-Arrange Your Service Today

WE CAN SERVE YOU LOCALLY

“"A trusted ﬁ“]énaf n your lime of need”’
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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INCORPORATED®

ALPHA PIOMEGA CHAPTER

honors the dream and the dreamer

Dr. Martin L. King Jr.

Uplifting the Ruovuille (ommunity since 1929

G

70




71



G

A purpose for all people.

At the core of our purpose—to build better lives and communities—are the values that guide us
to be intentional about diversity, equity, and inclusion. We do the work every day to diversify our
leadership, empower all teammates, and fight for the opportunities we all deserve. Because we

believe a culture where we can live and contribute our authentic selves is a stronger one.

T R U I S T Truist.com
Truist Bank, Member FDIC. © 2022 Truist Financial Corporation. Truist, the Truist logo

and Truist Purple are service marks of Truist Financial Corporation.
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I\Xgr\labb

Center

WELL MIND, WELL BEING

MENTAL HEALTH CARE

G

SUBSTANCE USE TREATMENT

SOCIAL SERVICES
VICTIM SERVICES
VETERAN SERVICES

mcnabbcenter.org | (800) 255-9711
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Let Freedom Ring Through Social Justice,

Economic Empowerment,

Love, Peace and Unity

KING WEEK 2025

In Memory OF
Dur Fellmu
Martin Luther King

Qommissioners

Mr. Aaron Booker
Ms. Doris Scott-Crawford
Ms. Gloria Garner
Ms. Margaret Gaiter
Ms. Shirley Liston

Ms. Daisy Mynatt
Mr. Aaron Staples
Ms. Laura Turk
Ms. Karen White
Mzr. Raleigh Wynn
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GET MORE

KNOXVILLE’S PREMIER COMMUNITY BANK
A

FirstBank is passionate about the communities we serve. The
investment we are most proud of is giving our time, resources and
talents to improving life in our communities. It’'s who we are. We’re
a community bank by choice—_a community bank that goes the
distance for our customers. And that sets us miles apart.

FB
FitBank

For a location near you visit FirstBankOnline.com!
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COLEMAN’S PRINTING & AWARDS LLC

(865) 689-6416 ¢ 4100 NORTH BROADWAY ¢ KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

89



90



91



92



93



94



95



96



MLK COMMISSION MEMBERS

Loretta Fowlkes, Dean Rice and Clarence Vaughn.

Chair
Mrs. Deborah Porter

Treasurer
Mrs. Mary Henderson

Secretary
Ms. Kim Kearney

Chairman — Emeritus
Mr. Clarence L. Vaughn III
Reverend Dr. Harold A. Middlebrook

G

First Row left to right - Deborah Porter, Kim Kearney, Donna Hardy, Mary Henderson, Dr. Maxine Davis, Linda Parris-Bailey
Second Row - left to right - , Laschinski Emerson, Brian Brooks, Eric Lattimore, Preston Johnson, Cynthia Daniels
Not Pictured: Bishop Farris Long, Rev. Gordon Gibson, Mabrey Duff, Robin DeHart, Ann Dingus,

Awards Committee Finance Committee Media/PR Committee Logistics Committee
Ms. Kim Kearney Mrs. Mary Henderson Bishop Farris Long Mr. Beal Bourne
Ms. Donna Hardy Mr. Clarence Vaughn Mr. Brian Brooks Mr. Dean Rice

Souvenir Booklet MLK Gallery of Arts Interfaith Prayer Leadership

Mrs. Cynthia Daniel Tribute Service Symposium

Mrs. Deborah Porter Mr. Dean Rice Rev. Gordon Gibson Dr. Maxine Thompson
Mr. Brian Brooks Ms. Ann Dingus — Davis

Mrs. Deborah Porter

Mr. Brian Brooks

MLK Leadership Awards Night with the Arts Community Forum Youth Symposium
Luncheon Mr. Preston Johnson Ms. Tanvi Kardile Bishop Farris Long
Mr. Clarence Vaughn Mr. Calvin Sandidge
Mr. Brian Brooks
Keynote Speakers Teacher In Service MLK Parade Memorial Service
Committee Training Committee Committee
Rev. Gordon Gibson Ms. Donna Hardy Mr. Mabrey Duff Dr. Maxine Thompson
Mrs. Deborah Porter Mrs. Laschinski Emerson Ms. Kim Kearney — Davis

Mrs. Deborah Porter
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